Committee 6
Conference 2010 – Phil H., 3rd Year Delegate.
For this Delegate, the main theme of significance this year was the manner in which Conference addressed itself via the choice of topics/questions relative to 1) a greater understanding, throughout the UK & ESCE Fellowship of its structure and purpose and 2) the suitability/qualification of topics/questions submitted for consideration and the process laid down for their submission.
Conference passed several recommendations which have now been forwarded to the Literature Sub-Committee; when the resultant material is generated and approved, a much needed increased awareness of the fundamental role of Conference should be achieved.
The two main items of note, if not contention, are well covered by Sue’s report but my brief comments against each are as follows:-

Red Dotters – I was proud (in the’ OK’ way) to wear my red dot, year one. At no time did I feel patronised or of secondary value as a Delegate. It was and remains a symbol of privilege, responsibility and the trust, in me, of my Region.
The objection to the dot raised the gruesomely ugly head of ‘political correctness’ within a Fellowship where politics should not exist.
Forum/ Plenary Questions of GSB Members – The lack of opportunity to ask report based questions of Board members is indeed a subject – thrashed laboriously by one delegate long after the Chair had already, well and truly, ‘got the message’ -  which must be rectified within the programme for Conferences to come.
Reporting unofficially, both of the foregoing items were discussed at the first meeting of the 2011 Conference Steering Committee and I await, with eager anticipation, the results of its deliberations.

In conclusion and reflection, and wearing my selfish hat, this particular I – Self – Me learned so very much at my three Conferences. With all due respect to the principle of the inverted pyramid, you very quickly acclimatise to understand exactly where you are, why you’re there and why you HAVE to be there.
It is difficult to express my personal feelings of gratitude – take all the emotions, mix them up, and that just about sums it up.

Although the walk from hotel to car park at the close of one’s third Conference was for me a sad and lonely personal experience, I would recommend that experience to any Regional Delegate fortunate enough to be nominated to represent the Midlands: grab the opportunity with both mitts!!

Thank you Region.
